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Elmhurst, N.Y. August 6,1977 .

,

L-
Following your advice, I am sending hereby a draft of the proposed letter to the

authorities mentioned by you. There is so much to write about, that I could not
.limit myself to an one-sheet regular size letter, I used a legal size sheet.

As you know, the main point of the dispute is whether my "true home" and "domicile"
during 1962 - 1974 was Washington or New York, one of the arguments being the ridicu-
lous point of a bathroom exclusively for myself. (See "Transcript of Hearing,.. PP 31 -
32, Enclosure # 6 to the feference letter in my letter to the Inspector General.)

Another point is that I have been for more than 30 days per year in New York.
This is true, but does not constitute a reason to declare my "true home" being in
New York. The federal tax authorities know the facts about this ease, but have never
contested my assertation that Washington, D.C. was my "domicile, true- and taxhome",
although I drew their attention to the case by writing them in 1973 (enclosure # 8 to
- see above). But New York tax authorities capriciously decided for me that my
"true home" . was New York:

There are many misstatements and errors in the "Findings of Facts" and 'Conclu-
sions of Law" of the N.Y.State Tax Commission's decision of March 5,1973. I have
mentioned those discrepancies point by point in my "Findings... " (enclosure # 4 to
- see above). It would have been a "clean case" in a Court, but - as you know,
I had no means to pursue this costly way. Now, all the later claims for taxes are be,
Bed on this decision, despite the fact that I have Officially protested against this
in my "Petition for redetermination..." filed with the N.Y.State Tax Commission on
May 3, 1974, point 4 ( you have a copy of it).

Sinde I asked for extention of time to file a new "'Petition for redeternimation..."
against the last claim for taxes for 1973 and 1974, should I now send one 40pr of
the drafted letter to the Commissioner of the N.Y.State Tax Commissioner also? And
should I file the new petition now, simultaneously with the drafted letter, or is
it too early for this?

I have been in contact with the American Army since the time when Estonia was still
a free country. I am attaching here a copy of a report by the American Military
Attache G.B.Guenther, Major G.S., as an evidence of this fact. I found this document
in the National Archives when doing research work there. What do you think, does it
make sense to add copies of this document to the letters being sent out?

My wife and myself are tortured and exhausted by this struggle. We have been
through very hard periods of time, like the communist pitch in Estonia in 1924 and
two flights from communists, in 1940 and 1944. We were glad that we after long troub-
les landed in this free country, the United States where we thought to find understan-
ding, justice and peace of mind. But now we are close to desperation...

My wife has suggested long ago that a letter should be sent to the President of
the United States, to show his which intricate laws are used to get double taxes
out of people who have no means to go to court against tax authorities of some sta-
tes. What do you suggest, either to send or not?

Thank you very such for your help:

Kurgvel
P.S. I am sorry you could not reach me on phone earlier. Yqg could ha y better
results if calling early in the morning, around 8 o'clock or late in the evening,
after 9 o'clock. We are often in the garden during the daytime and do not hear the
te:Ilphone there. Even if indoors,and in the single room which is airconditioned, it
is possible that the noise of the aixgonditioning covers the ringing of the phone.
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Your help is being requested because I an unable to cope vith this

problem any longer, I do not have sufficient income to hire a battery of lawyers

to fight my case. Technically I suppose the State of New York is correct, however

the law must be able to consider the human side and the fact that I did what I )

believed mould be correct. Nov I am caught by two taxing jurisdictions, New York

and the District of Columbia, both claiming that I an their resident. New York

claims that I am theirs resident even though I never lived there for 22 years

except to when visiting ri;r uif-e'and famiLy. Not only ao they -eakme to pay taxes

but they aSess interest and penalties in addition.

In 1951, .when I ias living as a refugee in West Gerrarry, the U.S.

Government engaged me, a former commissioned officer of the Estonian Army, for

work which had to be done in ":iest Germany. At that time one of my sons was

already in the United States attending Clemson College in South Carblina.

Wanted my family in the United States so my wife and other son came to the

U. S. in January 1952, settling in an Estonian community in New York City;

ionezaazion:ixt 	 where I knew She would tomducksoncra=cds provided assistance

if it should become necessary. I remained in Germany to continue working for

the U.S. Government.

In February 1953 the location of this job was shifted from Germany

to ,Aaahington, D. C. and I had to relocate there. My employer suggested that

my family remain in New York because I would be iswztit^v t aiming and traveling

for an extended period of time. It was not until sometime later that my family
,A.1E-p.s;

could joinjoin me, but by that time ny wife had a decent job antic made more cerise,
a

fr=ndra..mtax....o.	 e, for us to remain se?arated for/.76-ra

"a it tirnod .out the seParat i on lasted for the full time I 7oth.ed in -;:azIlirl,-;;;;_sn.e •

and-I:lived in a	 airre r-rnish.>d
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This hard but harmonious life continued for 13 years. Then in 1966, the
State of New York started to demand taxes from my income earne in D.C. The
charges reached bads to 1962, being based on a very complicated technical inter.
relation between the State of New York and the District of Columbia, which was
interpreted differently by both sides, both mis .■ ming taxes from me.

I could not understand the moral of this double taxation, eriowevervto-keep
my peace of mind, I paid to the N.Y.authorities, under protest, the difference
between the D. O. and the N.Y. taxes as requested by the N.Y.authnrities.
But then, Nee? York authorities found that I must pey the taxes in full, together
with interests and ax fine. I could not afford to Charge a battery of lawyers to
.fight the case and I therefore paid the requested amount, aRain under protest,
because I found it an utterly injust request. Followed new ranuests for taxes for
later years, up to 1974 when I was retired at the are of 70.

All this has cost me, besides the taxes which I paid regularly to Washington,
D.C., unrecoverable costs of more than S 4.000. Additional charges up to approxi-
mately 5 8.000 are still pending. This financial burden ( which is very large
in view of my conservative income and consequently meager savings), and the mental
anguish caused by this struggle,which has lasted and tormented me over eleven
.years, threatens to ruin me and become a burden to society.

. In this desperate situation I am asking for your kind help, especially to the
_effect that the tax authorities of the State of-New York consider the humane side 
of this case, drop the chats against me and return the amount which I have paid
in escrow. It might he necessary to use intricate techniealitiea, and a lot of
expensive time of the tax authorities, when dealing with clever oportunists, —
when millions of dollars are involved. But not in this case of a small and pauper
emoloyee, who has sarvee the Governnent honestly for over 23 years, who has done
what is expecte ,i of an ordinary citizen. Especially since this former government
employee, who arrived to the U.S. aphart from his fanily, with not:ling more than
the clothes on his bac:: ( suet like his family), wro 	 hard co obtaia hiFher
eciucation for his sons, who never incurred a debt	 for	 tside help,
now turn s to you for your assistance in settlin& . the a6ove matter-

Y.esesztfully,

Sir,
• In 1951, w	 I was living as refugee in West Germany, the U.S.Government

engaged me, a former commissione' offiaer of the/Eataele,a—Anm y...—f4	• b which
had to be	 e in West Germany At that tine C:s. of my sons eras already 'n the
United Sta es'attending Clemson College in So,p; th Carolina. jkly wife andAa se nd

. 1	 7-- a/ „ p. son immi ted to the GnitetfStates in January, 1952 and settled in Ney(York,
'---,(1	 tOI rBid in Germany dueito my above—mentioned job./	./	 .//

'i.	 CI	 1 i.g.'	 Y	 !7
1	 ?.	 February 1953 the/location of thin' 	 was shiflgd from Gerpkny to,*ehing—

ton, .C. and I had to reloaate the , ify faMily remained in New/Yoek. 	 was
tityk	 someor my jo	 t Vie family,	 ji	 iashingtonAgor	 years.ess	

v cs o, .n me

We	
ioitt	 OTVeriL	

ifwere poor,	 had both to wo in order to	 rt our as through thets • • *4., e -,:- -rz	 At..., 	 AZ 44.C..4	
•

Tr,

P.	 s hools. We woike hard and lived vpry thriftily: I in We	 on folover 22
ears in one furnished room) my e and one sofi in Nev ,Yoft, in a vary amall	 e:

i!	
ons—bedroms_apeartment, and later, since 1963, .

-
_aet 4.	 apartment..._________—e"

.------Wae kollowed tfii71aws 5fethe'lUBBeai -wirfISwe knew how to. We pad the feds-

e•	 ral taxes and the state taxes. The latterI paid in Washington, D.Cyram these

i .	
were deducted from MY salary, and my wife in New York, indicating in her tax
returns that I, her husband, was living, working and paying taxes in D.C.. We had
no difficulties with the authorities.
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